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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Program Commercial Practice

Course Title Co-operative Theory and Practice

Course Code 2143 Semester II

Type of Course Theory Contact Hours 60

Teaching Scheme
(L: T:P:R) 4:0:0:0 Credits 4

CIE Marks 40 ESE Marks 60

Introduction

This course provides an understanding of the principles, values, and functioning of Co-operative organizations, along with their role in
promoting social and economic development. It also examines the structure and evolution of the Co-operative movement globally, in India,
and in Kerala, highlighting their contribution to financial inclusion and community welfare.

Course Objectives

1 To introduce the basic concepts of co-operation, co-operative principles, economic systems, and the International Co-operative Alliance.

2 To familiarise students with the origin and development of Co-operative movements across different countries.

3 To provide an overall idea about the development of the Co-operative movement in India and Kerala

4 To instil basic knowledge about different types and structures of Co-operative societies

Course Pre-requisite

Topic Course code Course Title Semester

Types of organisations 1142 Fundamentals of business I

Course Outcome

CO Course Outcome Blooms Taxonomy Level

CO1 Explain the basic concepts of co-operation, co-operative principles, economic systems, and the
International Co-operative Alliance. Understand

CO2 Explain the historical development of the Co-operative movement in different countries. Understand

CO3 Explain the evolution and functioning of the Co-operative sector in India and Kerala Understand

CO4 Describe the different types and structures of Co-operative societies Understand

CO-PO mapping

COURSE ARTICULATION MATRIX

Course Outcomes
PROGRAM OUTCOMES

PO1 PO2 PO3 PO4 PO5 PO6 PO7 PO8 PO9 PO10 PO11

CO1 2 1 - - - 1 2 - 1 - 1

CO2 1 1 - - - 2 2 - 1 - 1

CO3 2 2 1 - - 2 2 1 1 - 1

CO4 2 1 2 - - 1 2 1 1 1 1

CO5 7 5 3 - - 6 8 2 4 1 4

Correlation Level 1.75 1.25 1.5 - - 1.5 2 1 1 1 1

Legends: 1 - Low; 2 - Medium; 3 - High; No Correlation - “-”

Teaching and Assessment Scheme

Teaching Scheme/Week Self-learning
(SS)/Week

Total
Hours/Semester

Credits
C

Examination Scheme

Theory Practical
Total

L T P S CIE ESE Total CIE ESE Total

4 0 0 0 6 60 4 40 60 100 0 0 0 100

L: Lecture (One unit is of one-hour duration with one credit), T: Tutorial (One unit is of one-hour duration with one credit), P: Practical (One
unit is of one-hour duration with 0.5 credit), S: Project (One unit is of one-hour duration with 0.5 credit) SS: Self-Learning, CIE: Continuous
Internal Evaluation, ESE: End Semester Examination
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Syllabus – Major Topics

Module Title Major Topics
Instructional

Hours

L T

Module I Foundations of Co-operation
and Co-operative Philosophy

Basic concepts and principles of co-operation - Ethical foundation of Co-
operation - Types of economic systems - International Co-operative
Alliance(ICA). - Symbols representing the Co-operative movement - Role of Co-
operatives in Social and Economic Development

14 0

Module II
Evolution of the Co-operative
Movement (Global
Perspective)

Co-operative Movement in Great Britain – Consumer Co-operatives - Co-
operative Movement in Germany – Agricultural Credit Co-operatives - Co-
operative Movement in Denmark – Dairy Co-operatives - Co-operative
Movement in China (Induscos) - Japan (Multipurpose), USA (Marketing), USSR
(Collective Farms)

14 0

Module III Co-operative Movement in
India and Kerala

History of Co-operative Movement in India - History of Co-operative Movement
in Kerala 16 0

Module IV
Co-operative Structure,
Institutions and Financial
Inclusion

Rural Co-operative Credit System - Long-term Credit Structure - Structure of
Non-Credit Co-operatives - Digital Financial Services and Mobile Banking in Co-
operative Sector - Fintech Partnerships and Social Impact Investments in Co-
operatives

16 0

Detailed Syllabus

Subtopic Student Learning Outcome
Mode of
delivery

(L/T)
Mapped

CO
Taxonomy

Level
Instructional

Hours

Module I

Basic concepts of co-operation State the meaning, definition and features of co-
operation L CO1 Remember 2

Basic concepts of co-operation Explain the objectives and benefits of co-
operation L CO1 Understand 2

Basic concepts of co-operation Describe Co-operative values and differentiate
them from operational principles. L CO1 Understand 2

Internationally accepted Co-
operative principles

Describe Principles of Co-operative – ICA
Principles (1995) L CO1 Understand 2

International Co-operative
Alliance (ICA) State objectives, membership and role of ICA L CO1 Understand 2

Symbols representing the Co-
operative movement

Identify the Co-operative Flag, Logo, and
Slogan. L CO1 Remember 2

Co-operative and other economic
systems

Compare capitalism, socialism, communism and
Co-operation. L CO1 Understand 2

Module II

Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe the origin and development of the Co-
operative movement in Great Britain.
(Consumer Co-operatives) Identify Principles of
Co-operation by Rochdale pioneers

L CO2 Understand 2

Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe the Co-operative movement in
Germany (Agricultural Credit) L CO2 Understand 2

Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe Co-operative movement in Denmark
(Dairy) L CO2 Understand 2

Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe Co-operative movement in China
(Induscos) L CO2 Understand 2

Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe Co-operative movement in Japan
(multi-purpose societies) L CO2 Understand 2

Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe Co-operative movement in USA
(Marketing) L CO2 Understand 2
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Origin of various types of Co-
operative Movement in the World
(Brief Study)

Describe Co-operative movement in USSR
(Collective Farms) L CO2 Understand 2

Module III

History of Co-operative
movement in India (Brief Study)

Identify The beginning of the Co-operative credit
Movement in India:- Enactment of the Co-
operative Credit Societies Act, 1904

L CO3 Remember 2

History of Co-operative
movement in India (Brief Study)

Understand the expansion of the Co-operative
Movement to non-credit Co-operatives:-
Marketing, consumer, and industrial Co-
operatives. Enactment of the Co-operative
Societies Act, 1912 Role of provincial
governments in Co-operative development

L CO3 Understand 2

History of Co-operative
movement in India (Brief Study)

Understand the Co-operative Movement during
the Pre-Independence Period: Contribution of
important committees such as the Maclagan
Committee and the Royal Commission on
Agriculture.

L CO3 Understand 2

History of Co-operative
movement in India (Brief Study)

Understand the Co-operative Movement after
Independence: - Government policy towards Co-
operatives after 1947

L CO3 Understand 2

History of Co-operative
movement in India (Brief Study)

Identify the Growth and Achievements of
various Co-operatives: - credit, Agricultural
marketing, Dairy(Amul) and housing Co-
operatives

L CO3 Remember 3

History of Co-operative
movement in India (Brief Study)

Identify Recent Developments in the Co-
operative Sector: - Constitutional recognition
through the 97th Constitutional Amendment Act
Digitalization and modernization of Co-operative
institutions

L CO3 Remember 1

History of Co-operative
movement in Kerala (Brief Study)

Outline development of Co-operatives in Kerala:
- Co-operative Movement in Travancore, Cochin
and Malabar Region

L CO3 Remember 2

History of Co-operative
movement in Kerala (Brief Study)

Outline the Co-operative Development after the
Formation of Kerala State (1956) Enactment of
the Kerala Co-operative Societies Act, 1969

L CO3 Remember 1

History of Co-operative
movement in Kerala (Brief Study)

Outline the restructuring of Co-operative
banking in Kerala since 2019 and explain the
concept of Kerala Bank.

L CO3 Remember 1

Module IV

Structure of Co-operative
movement in India

Identify the Structure of Co-operative Societies
in India L CO4 Remember 1

Structure of Co-operative
movement in India

Explain the three-tier and two-tier systems of
co-operatives: - Three tier structure of short-
term credit (Primary, District, and State Level
co-operatives) Two-Tier structure of long-term
credit (PCARDBs and SCARDBs)

L CO4 Understand 3

Structure of Co-operative
movement in India

Identify the federal structure of non-credit co-
operatives. L CO4 Remember 1

Primary Agricultural Credit
Societies

Describe Primary Agricultural Credit Societies
(PACS) and list their functions L CO4 Understand 2

Agricultural Non-Credit Societies Explain Agricultural Non-Credit Societies and
their role in economic development L CO4 Understand 2

Non-Agricultural Credit Societies
and Non-Agricultural Non-Credit
Societies

Describe Non-Agricultural Credit Societies L CO4 Understand 2

Non-Agricultural Credit Societies
and Non-Agricultural Non-Credit
Societies

Explain Non-Agricultural Non-Credit Societies L CO4 Understand 2

Initiatives supporting financial
inclusion

Identify the role of agricultural co-operatives in
rural financial inclusion L CO4 Remember 1

Initiatives supporting financial
inclusion

Describe Digital Financial Services and Mobile
Banking in Co-operative Sector L CO4 Understand 1
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Initiatives supporting financial
inclusion

Understand Fintech Partnerships and Social
Impact Investments in Co-operatives L CO4 Understand 1

Suggested Student Activities for Self-Learning

Week Self-Learning description Hours

Module I

1 Case Study Investigation: Conduct a study of a local Co-operative to identify the Co-operative principles they demonstrate.
Based on your findings, prepare a concise report. 6

2
Current Events Analysis: Students find a recent newspaper or online news article related to a modern economic issue (e.g.,
healthcare debates, minimum wage, environmental regulations). They should write a summary and analytical response,
identifying the elements of capitalism or socialism present in the issue and arguing a point about current economic systems.

6

3 Visit the official website of the International Co-operative Alliance and prepare a brief report on role in promoting Co-
operatives globally 6

4 Collect images or descriptions of the Co-operative Flag, Logo, and Slogan and explain their significance in Co-operative
ideology 6

Module II

5 Write a short report on the development of Rochdale Consumer Co-operatives in Great Britain and origin of Co-operative
principles 6

6 Prepare a Concept map of Co-operative development throughout the world 6

7 Compare the dairy Co-operative movement in Denmark with Co-operative movement in India and Kerala (Amul India and
Milma) and prepare a report. 6

Module III

8 Trace the history of the Co-operative movement in India and prepare a timeline highlighting major developments. 6

9 Watch a documentary or online video about the Amul Co-operative model and write the key lessons learned. 6

10 Prepare a timeline chart showing the development of Co-operatives in Travancore, Cochin, and Malabar before 1956 6

11 Collect the details on concept of Kerala Bank introduced after 2019 reforms 6

Module IV

12 Prepare a flowchart of the Co-operative banking sector in India. 6

13 Visit your nearest Co-operative bank, collect details of the services provided to the public/community , and prepare a brief
report. 6

14 Collect the details on various long-term credit schemes offered by different organisations for long-term credit and prepare a
comparison table 6

15 Prepare a brief report on how digital financial services, mobile banking, and fintech partnerships support Co-operatives in
promoting financial inclusion. 6

Total Self-Learning hours 90

Learning Resources

TEXT BOOK

Sl.
No. Title Author Publication

1 Cooperation Theory and Practice S Nakkiran and K
Ravichandran Abhijeet Publications

2 Theory and Practice of Co-operation E K Swamy Central Book Depot

3 Co-operative Theory and Practice A P Krishnan and Dr K K
Ashokan

Calicut University Central
Cooperative Store Ltd.

REFERENCE

Sl.
No. Title Author Publication

1 Cooperation: Principles, Problems and Practice T N Hajela Ane Books

2 Fundamentals of cooperation O R Krishnaswami S Chand and Company

WEB RESOURCES

Sl.
No. URL Modules Covered
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1 https://ica.coop I

2 https://www.studocu.com/in/document/kannur-university/bcom/unit-5-exm-oriented/88153903 II

3 https://compass.rauias.com/economy/cooperative-banks/ III

4 https://visionias.in/current-affairs/monthly-magazine/2024-04-15/economics-(indian-economy)/primary-agricultural-credit-societies-pacs III

Assessment Methodology – Theory

Mode Attendance

CA1 CA2 CA3 CA4 CA5 CA6 ESE

Self-learning
activities

(Module 1)

Self-learning
activities

(Module 2)

Self-learning
activities

(Module 3)

Self-learning
activities

(Module 4)

Series
Exam

(2 modules)

Series
Exam

(2 modules)

Written
Exam

(theory)

Duration 2 hours 2 hours 2.5 hours

Exam mark 15 15 15 15 50 50 60

Converted to 20 20

Marks 5 15 20 60

Total 40 60

Tentative
schedule

End of
semester By 4th week By 7th week By 11th week By 14th week 8th week 15th week End of

semester

Series Examination Pattern- Theory

Time Module Part A Marks Part B Marks Part C
(With choice) Marks Total

2 hours

Any one module 2 1 3 3 2 7 25

Any one module 2 1 3 3 2 7 25

Number 4 6 4 50

End Semester Examination Pattern of Question Paper - Theory

Duration Module

TYPE OF QUESTIONS

Part A
(2 Questions from each module)

Part B
2 out of 3 questions from each module)

Part C
(1 set questions with choice from each module)

Total Marks
No. of Questions Marks

(1 mark each) No. of Questions Marks
(3 marks each) No. of Questions Marks

(7 marks each)

2.5 hours

1 2 2 3 6 1 set 7 15

2 2 2 3 6 1 set 7 15

3 2 2 3 6 1 set 7 15

4 2 2 3 6 1 set 7 15

8 8 12 24 4 sets 28 60


